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The iconic Former Endo Family Residence,
enveloped by designated Japan Heritage sites.
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In the heart of Yamagata Prefecture lies the Dewa Sanzan
Mountains, comprising Mt. Haguro, symbolizing the present, Mt.
Gassan, representing the past, and Mt. Yudono, embodying the
future. Renowned as the "Journey to Rebirth," the sacred pilgrimage
across these three mountains has been awarded the status of
Japanese Cultural Heritage.
Within this region stands the Former Endo Family Residence, a
living testament to the historical pilgrimage across the Dewa Sanzan.

This iconic residence serves as a contemporary reflection of the rich
cultural heritage embedded in the journey.
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Founded in 1870s by samurai from the Old Shonai Clan, Matsugaoka
in Tsuruoka is renowned for producing "Samurai Silk." Recognized as
a Japan Cultural Heritage, this area, the northernmost silk-producing
region globally, oversees the entire silk production process. The
Former Endo Family Residence, a four-story structure, exemplifies

living, working, and sericultural spaces in one building—a unique
representation of this area's historical heritage.
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Every Monday, New Year's holiday (Dec 29 to Jan 3)

If a holiday falls on a Monday, the subsequent Tuesday will be closed.
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Yamagata Prefecture’s Designated Tangible Cultural Heritage Sites
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Former Endo Family Residence
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Tamugimata Multi-Story Traditional Japanese House
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Tamugimata Multi-Story Traditional Japanese House
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Former Endo Family Residence
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This residence achieved recognition as a Yamagata Prefecture Tangible
Cultural Heritage in April 1974. Celebrating its centennial anniversary
in 1978, the house underwent renovations. Originating from the
prevalent practice of silkworm cultivation in the 1880s, these four-story
houses were ingeniously designed to allow natural light in and facilitate
smoke ventilation. The distinctive architectural shape, resembling the
helmets worn by samurai known as "Kabuto," led to the Japanese term
"Kabutozukuri."
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